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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 
and 

That where the publication is publicly displayed in a package, the package must be 
made of opaque material. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Color Climax Bestsellers 15 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The publication is a full colour pictorial magazine explicitly depicting, and to a lesser 
extent describing, adult male and female sexual activity. The magazine mainly 
consists of photographs, with brief accompanying text in four major European 
languages including English. Seven photostories and one profile of a female are the 
feature items. The images and text present the participants as relaxed and happy, 
and the activities as consensual. Activities depicted include spreading females’ labia, 
fellatio, vaginal and anal intercourse, and male ejaculation. 
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Depictions of degrading and demeaning conduct are dispersed throughout the 
publication, but comprise a minor proportion of the publication. Degrading and 
demeaning conduct includes the insertion of a bottle in a female’s vagina, females 
mock-fellating a dildo, and males ejaculating on females’ faces. The degrading and 
demeaning effect is sometimes intensified by the manner in which the activity is 
presented. The display aspect of some activities, especially fellating penises and 
dildos and splaying females’ labia, is exaggerated by their depiction in close-up or 
exploded close-up. Repetitive imaging of some activities in two stories portrays one 
woman primarily as a collection of orifices for the sexual servicing of two males, and 
other women as performers for readers. 

Overall the impact of degrading and demeaning sexual conduct and the degrading and 
dehumanising manner of presentation is moderate, and on balance is largely mitigated 
by the relaxed tone of the stories and the general full-scene depiction of activities 
involving consenting participants. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 as they relate to this publication. Given the sustained, explicit sexual 
content and the purpose for which it has been produced, the restriction on the 
availability of the publication resulting from this classification is considered to be 
reasonable and demonstrably justifiable. 
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